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Part 1 – Enrollment  

MDCH SHARP Unit 

April 10, 2014 

What is NHSN? 
 The National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) is an 

internet-based surveillance system that monitors. 
Healthcare-Associated Infection (HAI) data 

 It maintains data security, integrity, and 
confidentiality. 

 It provides a way for users to share data in a timely 
matter. 

 There is no fee to use NHSN. 
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General Purposes of NHSN 
 Assist facilities in developing surveillance and analysis 

that permits: 

 Timely recognition of problems 

 Prompt intervention with appropriate measures (i.e. 
isolation of patient, etc.)  

 Provides facilities with data that can be used for: 

 Internal quality improvement activities 

 Internal or local facility comparisons 

Specific Purposes of NHSN 
Gail’s C. difficile Initiative: 

 Provides a standardized surveillance method 
recognizing that long term care facilities have unique 
standards that acute care hospitals don’t have 

 Provides SHARP Unit with data to monitor C. difficile 
lab ID reports 

 Provides your facility with data to monitor progress with 
your prevention efforts 
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Goals of Infection Surveillance 
 

 Determine frequency of C. difficile   

 Identify new or increasing C. difficile infections which 
require further investigation 

 Use data to support and evaluate new prevention 
strategies 

Components within NHSN 
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NHSN Overview for LTC Facilities 
 LTC Facilities can enroll in two NHSN Components: 

 Long-term Care Facility Component (this is what you’ll 
need for the MRSA/CDI Collaborative) 

 Healthcare Personnel Safety Component (this is 
optional and will allow you to track flu vaccinations in 
healthcare personnel) 

LTC Component Modules 
 HAI Module: 

 You can monitor Laboratory Identified (LabID) Events 

 C. difficile (CDI) 

 Multidrug-resistant Organisms (MDROs) – including MRSA 

 You can monitor urinary tract infection events 

 Both catheter- and non catheter-associated 

 You can monitor prevention process measures 

 Hand hygiene, gown and glove use 
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NHSN Enrollment Web Site 
 

 

Go to: 

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn
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NHSN Home Page 

Facility Enrollment 
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LTC Enrollment Page 

Step 1:  Training and Preparation 
 Complete LTC facility component training - 

 www.cdc.gov/nhsn/LTC/enroll.html 

 This website training includes an overview of the LTC 
Component, detailed instructions on NHSN enrollment, and 
NHSN set-up (the focus of our next call) 

 

 Complete LTC facility component annual survey on 
paper (will use this later) – link is on website 

 

 Change spam blocker settings to allow all nhsn@cdc.gov 
and phintech@cdc.gov emails 

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/LTC/enroll.html
mailto:nhsn@cdc.gov
mailto:phintech@cdc.gov
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LTC Enrollment Page 

Step 2 – Register Facility 
 Agree to the Rules of Behavior – link is on website 

 Complete Facility Registration form 

 You will need your facility’s CMS Certification Number.  
If your facility does not have this number, contact CDC 
at NHSN@cdc.gov to receive an enrollment number. 

 Submit Facility Registration Form to CDC. 

 Once you have officially registered, you will receive a 
“Welcome to NHSN” email with further instructions. 

mailto:NHSN@cdc.gov
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LTC Enrollment Page, cont… 

Step 3: SAMS Certification 
 SAMS = Secure Access Management Services 

 

 Federal system that gives authorized personnel secure 
access to NHSN.  Replaces the use of digital 
certificates. 

 

 After you complete your training and accept the rules 
of behavior, you will receive an invitation to SAMS 
from “SAMS No-Reply (CDC)”. This is a valid and 
official email from CDC. 
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Important Things to Note 
 SAMS certification is one-person specific. 

 

 There can be multiple users in each facility, however, 
each user must have their own SAMS certification. 

 

 Facility must designate a NHSN Facility Administrator.  
This person can give “rights” to other users in the 
facility. 

SAMS Registration Process 
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SAMS Registration Process 

SAMS Registration Process 
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LTC Enrollment Page, cont… 

SAMS, 
not SDN 

Step 4: Submit Forms Electronically 
 Log into NHSN at https://sams.cdc.gov using your SAMS 

certificate, and select ‘NHSN Enrollment’. 

 Submit required forms online: 

 Select Appropriate Facility Type 

 Component is Long-Term Care Facility 

 Submit Annual Survey – Note that you cannot save the 
annual facility survey online unless it’s complete. 

 This is why it is important to have all the necessary information on 
a paper version of the annual facility survey before submitting 
electronically. 

 

https://sams.cdc.gov/
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LTC Enrollment Page, cont… 

SAMS, 
not SDN 

Step 5:  Sign and Send Consent 
 After successfully submitting forms, you will receive an 

email from NHSN with the subject “NHSN Facility 
Enrollment Submitted”, acknowledging that you have 
successfully registered your facility. 

 Use this email to open, print, and sign the consent 
form. 

 This form must have a signature from the LTC Facility’s 
Primary Contact Person and from Facility Leadership. 

 Return one signed consent form to CDC (contact info is 
on the bottom of pg. 3 of the document) and keep a copy 
for your records. 
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NHSN Enrollment Page, cont… 

We will discuss 
this on the next 
call 

NHSN Data Collection 
 Even if you aren’t entering data into NHSN yet, you 

can start collecting data on paper in preparation for 
data entry 

 You can work on training in LTCF LabID Events 

 Follow the LabID Event Protocol for LTCF 

 Use the forms provided by CDC to track events, 
denominators (patient days, etc…), monthly reporting 
plans, and the facility survey 
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Data Collection Tools 

Annual Facility Survey – pg. 1 
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Annual Facility Survey – pg. 2 

LabID Event Form 
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LabID Denominator Form 

Next Steps 
 Next Call: May 21, 2014 at 10am 

 NHSN Set-up 

 Map Locations 

 Create Monthly Reporting Plan 

 Add additional Users and Assign Rights 

 Report to NHSN 

 

 This is a good date to have in mind when you are 
working on enrolling your facility – try to have 
enrollment completed prior to this date. 
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Thank You! 
Any questions, please contact: 

 

Allison Murad, MPH 

murada@michigan.gov 

517-335-8199 

 

Judy Weber, MPH 

weberj4@michigan.gov 

517-335-8331 

mailto:murada@michigan.gov
mailto:weberj4@michigan.gov

